
 
 

 

REL201: OLD TESTAMENT 

 

Course Overview: This course is an overview of the Old Testament intended to acquaint the student with its 
background, content, and messages. The introductory course satisfies the core curriculum requirement for Bible 
content, but students who take it must also take REL203 New Testament elsewhere in their program. It is required 
for students in a church-work program. l 3 credits 

 

Grading: 

Shared discussions  75% 
Written assignments  25% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Required text: Students will need a study bible. The Lutheran study bible is recommended. A contemporary 
translation such as the New International Version or the English Standard Version is expected. 
 
Assignments: This course has eight units which consist of: 

 Units 1-7: two weeks each 
 Unit 8: one week 

 
Each unit involves readings from the Bible and other texts, three discussion questions to be  
shared with others, and five responses to questions that are shared with the instructor. 
 
Shared discussions: Posted answers should be 7-8 sentences. Replies to the posts of  
others should be about 4 sentences in length. 
 
Written assignment questions: There are five private discussion questions for each unit 
which are read only by the instructor. These are to be 4-5 sentences each.  
 

                                                                          

 

 
  

15 week course 

Not self-paced; 
assignments 
Have weekly 

deadlines. 
 

Students can access 
their course any time, 

from any location. 

A laptop or desktop is 
recommended. 

 

Students will set up a 
university email & use 

this while in the 
course. 

Orientation will be 
required prior to the 
start of the course. 

Attendance: 

Attendance is recorded for each discussion or 
assignment that is submitted.  Students are 
encouraged to log on about 4 times per week and 
dedicate about 6 hours each week to their 
coursework. 



 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
There is extensive reading in the Old Testament, so it’s important to be keeping up and planning accordingly each 
week. It’s recommended to be responding to discussion questions early in the week, as this gives students the 
opportunity to reflect and respond appropriately. Participating in the discussions often will help keep you 
engaged. 

 

 

This is a sample course schedule and the actual course layout could change each term. 

Units and 
Weeks 

Readings and Videos Graded Assignments 

Unit 1—Week 1 Genesis 1-9, 12-33, 37-50 — Video 1 Two Discussion Questions 
Unit 1—Week 2 Article by Jeon, J. K. One Discussion Question and Five 

Written Assignment Questions 
Unit 2—Week 3 Exodus 1-20, Numbers 13-14, 21, and 

Deuteronomy 6, 33-34 — Video 2 
Two Discussion Questions 

Unit 2—Week 4 Article by Itzhaq, B. One Discussion Question and Five 
Written Assignment Questions 

Unit 3—Week 5 Joshua 1-3 and 6, Judges 6-8, 13-16 and 1 
Samuel 8-20 — Video 3 

Two Discussion Questions 

Unit 3—Week 6 Article by Cafferky, M. E. One Discussion Question and Five 
Written Assignment Questions 

Unit 4—Week 7 1 Samuel 24-31, 2 Samuel 1-19, 1 Kings 2-11. 
— Video 4 

Two Discussion Questions 

Unit 4—Week 8 Article by Maller, A. S. One Discussion Question and Five 
Written Assignment Questions 

Unit 5—Week 9 1 Kings 16-22, 2 Kings 1-8, 17-25, 
Nehemiah 1-9 — Video 5 

Two Discussion Questions 

Unit 5—Week 10 Article by Murphy-O'Connor, J. One Discussion Question and Five 
Written Assignment Questions 

Unit 6—Week 11 Job 1-3, 26-31, 38-42, Psalms 1, 16, 22, 23, 
27, 34, 46, 51, 62, 100, 103, 121, 139, 150, 

and Proverbs 1- 20, 30-31 — Video 6 

Two Discussion Questions 

Unit 6—Week 12 Article by Spero, S. One Discussion Question and Five 
Written Assignment Questions 

Unit 7—Week 13 Isaiah 1-12, 36-42, 52-53, 63-66, Jeremiah 
1, 36-42, and Ezekiel 1-3, 33, 34, 37 — 

Video 7 

Two Discussion Questions 

Unit 7—Week 14 Ezekiel articles by Paavola One Discussion Question and Five 
Written Assignment Questions 

Unit 8—Week 15 Read all of the books of Jonah, Ruth, 
Esther, and Daniel — Video 8 

Two Discussion Questions and Five 
Written Assignment Questions 

http://cuw.ezproxy.switchinc.org/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=rfh&AN=ATLA0001973241&login.asp&site=ehost-live
http://www.basarchive.org/bswbBrowse.asp?PubID=BSBA&Volume=14&Issue=3&ArticleID=2&UserID=1078
http://web.a.ebscohost.com.cuw.ezproxy.switchinc.org/ehost/detail/detail?sid=2e54dd19-198f-409d-bc6c-706ed4352ab5%40sessionmgr4005&crlhashurl=login.aspx%253fdirect%253dtrue%2526db%253drfh%2526AN%253dATLA0001907592%2526login.asp%2526site%253dehost-live&hid=4207&vid=0&bdata=JkF1dGhUeXBlPWNvb2tpZSxpcCxjcGlkJmN1c3RpZD1zNzMyNDk2NCZzaXRlPWVob3N0LWxpdmUmc2NvcGU9c2l0ZQ%3d%3d#AN=ATLA0001907592&db=rfh
http://web.b.ebscohost.com.cuw.ezproxy.switchinc.org/ehost/detail/detail?sid=c9df24f5-1bc9-4577-b2b6-512723238652%40sessionmgr111&crlhashurl=login.aspx%253fdirect%253dtrue%2526db%253drfh%2526AN%253dATLA0001833458%2526login.asp%2526site%253dehost-live&hid=115&vid=0&bdata=JkF1dGhUeXBlPWNvb2tpZSxpcCxjcGlkJmN1c3RpZD1zNzMyNDk2NCZzaXRlPWVob3N0LWxpdmUmc2NvcGU9c2l0ZQ%3d%3d#AN=ATLA0001833458&db=rfh
http://cuw.ezproxy.switchinc.org/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=cookie,ip,cpid&custid=s8470807&db=e000xna&AN=223880&site=ehost-live&scope=site
http://web.a.ebscohost.com.cuw.ezproxy.switchinc.org/ehost/detail/detail?sid=b473bff2-5d14-43c7-9014-7a39c64e8fda%40sessionmgr4002&crlhashurl=login.aspx%253fdirect%253dtrue%2526db%253drfh%2526AN%253dATLA0001002371%2526login.asp%2526site%253dehost-live&hid=4114&vid=0&bdata=JkF1dGhUeXBlPWNvb2tpZSxpcCxjcGlkJmN1c3RpZD1zODQ3MDgwNyZzaXRlPWVob3N0LWxpdmUmc2NvcGU9c2l0ZQ%3d%3d#AN=ATLA0001002371&db=rfh
https://concordia.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/pid-296660-dt-content-rid-1065525_1/xid-1065525_1

